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Sinking of the GulfAmerica off Jacksonville Beach 

     April 11, 1942 – A new argument for the canal 

 































Marjorie Carr - “Our Lady of the River” 





            The Crusher 

     Efficient Engineering Marvel or Environmental Destroyer? 























Marjorie Carr receives an environmental award from Governor  
      Claude Kirk ~ 1969 
From a “mere Micanopy housewife” to a major political player 





Marjorie Carr & FDE 
      Summer 1969 













Rodman must be saved from the small but highly vocal 
minority that want it destroyed. The ecosystem supports many 
endangered plants and animals and has become a fisherman's 
paradise. The barge canal, in the beginning, may well have 
been an ill conceived project but just look at the tremendous 
recreational resource and animal habitat we have today! 









Reservoir reservations 
Proposed marina on Rodman 
reignites Ocklawaha battle 

 
 

It's one of the most ambitious undertakings to capitalize on a 
local man-made wonder - or, some would say, one of the 
most foolhardy. 
The owners of an RV park in Fort McCoy want to construct a 
400-slip boat marina on Rodman Reservoir. 
To take further advantage of their proximity to the 9,000-acre 
waterway, the Lake Oklawaha RV Park's owners also want to 
lay a 3,757-foot-long, 10-foot-wide shoreline boardwalk. 
The estimated cost is in the neighborhood of $2 million, 
according to the contractor. 

Opponents assert that the plan, if approved, 
would severely harm the environment. But it 
would also prove to be for naught, and thus 
should be stopped. 
Since the reservoir will eventually be drained, 
they maintain, hundreds of fishing boats will - 
literally - be left high and dry. 
Yet the project will go forward for now, primarily 
because the contractor believes the history 
surrounding the reservoir indicates that the water 
will be there long after he, and those opposing 
him, are gone. 
Besides reigniting the decades-long battle over 
the restoration of the Ocklawaha River, the 
marina proposal has inspired one of the more 
fevered - and, to a large extent, orchestrated - 
protest campaigns state water regulators have 
seen recently. 
Official state policy, dating back more than a 
decade, is to remove Kirkpatrick Dam, the 
construction of which created the reservoir in 
1968 by plugging the river and flooding part of 
the Ocala National Forest. 
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New fight looms over stretch of Ocklawaha River flooded by Rodman Dam 
 March 4, 2012          By Kevin Spear, Orlando Sentinel 
One of Florida's oldest environmental conflicts is heating up again, with two outdoors groups mounting a new effort 
to tear down a dam and restore a stretch of the Ocklawaha River north of Orlando that was once a crystal-clear 
ribbon of water flowing past clusters of springs. 
The long-abandoned Cross Florida Barge Canal, an ill-fated attempt to carve a shipping route across Florida's 
peninsula, included the building of a dam in the 1960s that flooded 21 miles of the Ocklawaha east of Gainesville. 
Outraged environmentalists fought the dam before it was built and have lobbied since its construction to have it 
removed. Now they have given legal notice that they intend to sue the federal government this spring in hopes of 
forcing authorities to protect endangered wildlife by eliminating the structure and the reservoir behind it. 
"The ecological value of the Ocklawaha as a restored river would be unmatched in Florida," said Erin Condon, 
executive director of Florida Defenders of the Environment, which has joined with the Florida Wildlife Federation 
in giving notice of their intent to sue.  "It's one of Florida's most historic and beautiful rivers, and we want to see it 
back in that state again," Condon said. 
The reservoir, which drowned 9,000 acres of Ocklawaha River and adjoining forest, is now partly drained in an 
effort to fight the growth of nuisance weeds and the buildup of muck that occur when the reservoir is full.  The 
lower water level has revealed a graveyard of thousands of tree stumps that outline the river's winding channel. The 
resulting scenery, often described as eerie but compelling, has been attracting a steady turnout of visitors. 
"They are stunned by what lies beneath all that water and encouraged to see the river herself, flowing virtually 
undamaged by the canal project," said Karen Ahlers, a member of the Putnam County Environmental Council. "So 
many people think the river was dredged and straightened … but quickly understand the potential for restoration." 
 

Richard Hamann, (driving the boat) a board member of the St. Johns River Water Management 
District, and Tom Ankersen inspect Blue Spring, one of at least 20 springs drowned by the 
reservoir. (Kevin Spear, Orlando Sentinel) 










